Ordinances & membership

Leadership

The church fellowship has a number of elders
called by the Holy Spirit to fulfil the
responsibilities of leadership. As servants of
the church fellowship, they will endeavour to
provide a Godly example, fruthful teaching,
pastoral care, oversight and discipline of all
the church fellowship in accordance with the
word of God. It is the responsibility of the
members to recognise, support and follow the
leadership in all aspects of Church fellowship
life. (Titus 1 v 5-7, 1 Timothy 3 v 1-7,
Hebrews 13 v 17)
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( We believe - )

The Bible

The Bible, as originally given, is inspired by God
and is infallible. Through it God speaks fo us today.
It is our only authority for what we believe and
practice. (2 Timothy 3 v 16, 2 Peter 1 v 21,
Proverbs 30 v 5-6)

Godhead

There is only one God, revealed in the Bible as
three persons; the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. These three are one God, co-eternal and
co-equal. God is absolutely holy. (Exodus 34 v 6-
7, Deuteronomy 6 v 4, Matthew 28 v 19, John
4 v 24, 10v 30, Acts 5 v 3-4, 2 Corinthians 13
v 14, Hebrews 1 v 8-12)

Jesus Christ

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became
man, being conceived of the Holy Spirit and born
of the Virgin Mary. He is both eternal God and a
perfect, sinless man. (Matthew 1 v 18-23, John
1vli, 1 John 3v3)

Man

Man, created by God in His image and likeness,
sinned. As a result all people are born in sin and
being guilty before God are subject to God's right-
eous wrath and judgement. (Romans 3 v 23,
Ephesians 2 v 849, John 3 v 36)

Christ's Death

God is love, and through the death of the Lord
Jesus Christ on the cross, He has provided the
way by which sinful people can be brought into a
right relationship with Him. The death of the Lord
Jesus Christ is the only sacrifice for sin and
through it there is freedom from the guilt and

penalty of sin. (John 3 v 16, John 19 v 30,5 v 24,
Hebrews 10 v 12-14)

Resurrection

On the third day after His crucifixion the Lord Je-
sus Christ was raised bodily from the dead and fol-
lowing appearances to many He ascended into heaven
to the right hand of God the Father in His risen glo-
rified body. There He acts as advocate for those
who have believed in Him. (Luke 24 v 39-40, 1 Co-
rinthians 15 v 17&20, Romans 4 v 25, Acts 2 v
32, Hebrews 4 v 14-15, 1 John 1&2)

Salvation

Salvation cannot be earned or deserved. It is God's
free gift, given to those who repent of their sins
and trust Jesus Christ, acknowledging him both as
Saviour and Lord. As a result of God's love and
mercy those who put their trust in Christ receive
complete forgiveness of sins and become children of
God with eternal life that can never be lost.
(Ephesians 2 v 849, Ephesians 1 v 7, John 1 v
11-13, John 10 v 28)

Christ's Return

The Lord Jesus Christ will return in person for
those who have believed in Him, both those who have
died and those who are alive at that time, and to-
gether they will be with Him forever. (John 14 v 3,
1 Corinthians 15 v 51-54, 1 Thessalonians 4 v
13-18)

Sin

For those who remain unsaved there will be a final
judgement and eternal punishment. (Psalm 6 v 17,
Luke 16 v 23, Revelation 20 v 11-15)

The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit indwells every believer from the
moment of conversion. His task is o glorify the
Lord Jesus Christ in the life of the believer produc-
ing increasing likeness to Christ in character and
behaviour. It is the Holy Spirit who gives the power
to fight against sin and to be a withess in the world.
He also gives gifts to build up the church. (Matthew
28 v 19, John 16 v 8, Romans 8 v 9-16, 1 Co-
rinthians 12 v 13, Ephesians 1 v 13-14)

The church

There is one Universal Church, the body of Christ.
Christ is the head of the body into which all believ-
ers are baptised in the Holy Spirit at the moment of
their conversion. (1 Corinthians 12 v 12-28,
Ephesians 2 v 19-22, Ephesians 5 v 29430)

The Local Church (Romans 16 v b), is the local
representation of the church universal and is made
up of a group of believers who meet with a three
fold purpose:

. The praise and worship of God: (Acts 20 v 7,
Ephesians 5 v 19-20, Colossians 3 v 16)

. The upbuilding of each other in love: (Romans
12 v 9-21)

. A witness to the world (Matthew 28 v 19-
20)

The church fellowship is independent and self gov-
erning under God, submitting to the authority of the
word of God, the Lordship of Christ and the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit. (Colossians 1 v 18, Ephe-
sians 1 v 22-23)



